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Hello Shichikashuku! It is starting to
get a lot warmer these days and with
that, a lot of bugs are appearing! When
I was a kid, I remember collecting
lightning bugs with my sister in front of
our house. We would use a jar with a cap
that had holes in the top so the lightning
bugs could breathe. We would collect as
much as possible and then before going to
bed, place them next to our bed. The soft
glow was very soothing and helped us
to fall asleep. In the morning, we would
release them back outside. Do you collect
lightning bugs in Japan?

This month is the last time I will be
writing to you. After July finishes, I will
be returning to America. It makes me
sad to say goodbye to Shichikashuku and
Japan, but also happy when I remember
all the wonderful people I met and great
opportunities I was able to have. These
are some of my favorite things that I will
miss when I leave Shichikashuku and
Japan:

* The BEST school lunches I've ever
eaten from the wonderful chefs working
at the lunch center. THANK YOU!

* The 7:00, 12:00, and 5:00 town chime.
We don’t have any chime in my town.

* Running to Shichikashuku Dam and
watching the sunset.

+ The politest students I've ever met.

* The cute Shichikashuku busses.

+ Fall and watching the leaves change

+ ALL sweets and desserts. Especially
ZUNDA mochi!

* Traveling on trains and the Shinkansen.
« Japanese bread shops.

* The smell of a tatami floor

There are so many other things I will
miss, but I don’t have enough space to
write them all. I want to thank you all for
being such a warm and welcoming town
during my two years here. Shichikashuku
will always have a place in my heart and
I will miss you all very much. Take care,
and remember “It’s not goodbye. It’s see
you again!”
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