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New ALT in Shichikashuku

8 August 2012 marked the beginning
of a new chapter of life for the new
ALT in Shichikashuku-Town, Miss Lim
Lee Choon, also known as “Haru” as in
her kanji-name fkE%. Miss Lim hails
from the sunny island of Singapore in
Southeast Asia.

Miss Lim was introduced to the people
in town at the obon-odori on 14 August.
Donning the traditional popular dress
—the yukata— for summer, she found
herself immersed in the local culture of
dance, festivity, lucky draws, games, and
simply hanging out as a community.

The following day, Miss Lim attended
the Coming of Age ceremony. Contrary
to other areas, the Coming of Age
ceremony 1s commemorated in summer
in Shichikashuku-Town. Six young men
and women entered a new and significant
phase of their lives on 15 August.
Singapore turns 47!

Fireworks decorated the skies of
Singapore in celebration of the 47th
birthday of the nation.

Since independence from the Malayan
Federation in 1965, Singaporeans have
worked hard to arrive at the current
state of prosperity. Having no natural
resources, Singapore has only her people
to rely on for progress. Singaporeans
stood up to the challenge. After 47 years,
Singapore has established herself as a
first-world cosmopolitan nation-state
where diverse groups of people can
flourish.

Obon and Qingming Festival or Festival
for Tending Graves

Just as the Japanese observe obon,
the Chinese in Singapore also observe
Qingming. Qingming usually falls on
April. During Qingming, Chinese people
visit the graves of their ancestors and pay
respects to them.
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