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Year-end Vacation

Happy New Year! How did you countdown to
2013? Where were you? Who were you with? I was
on a bus full of passengers going to Tokyo station.
It was my first time counting down to the New
Year on a bus.

I spent the winter vacation in Okinawa and
Tokyo. I like the sunny weather and the beautiful
beaches in Okinawa. I noticed similarities between
the culture of Okinawa and Chinese culture. For
example, the people in Okinawa think that the
lion is an auspicious animal. So do the Chinese.
[The guesthouse where I stayed organised a party
on Christmas eve. We had nabe and a Christmas
cake. By talking with travellers from other
countries, I learnt about the culture of celebrating
Christmas in other countries. Less than a week
later, I ushered in the New Year in Tokyo.

There were many sales going on in the shopping
centres. Many people bought “happy bags”. The

places of interest overflowed with visitors.

New Year Resolutions

In the blink of an eye, I've lived in Shichikashuku
for more than four months. I've received help
and support from many people. I'm always
experiencing new things. When I sprained my
ankle, many people cared for me and helped me.
[1In 2013, T want to deepen the relationship
with the people I know in Shichikashuku and
improve my teaching. What are your New Year

resolutions? May you achieve them!
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