Beautiful Spring

I often wondered why my parents named
me “beautiful spring” when Singapore is
summer all year round. My first name
1s “Lee Choon”, and it means “beautiful
spring”. My birthday is in April, which is
indeed in spring. However, a part of me still
thinks that giving a Singaporean a “seasonal
name” is a bit of a misnomer.

Spring in Japan is beautiful beyond
description. In April, I viewed cherry
blossoms at five spots — Ikina in Ehime
prefecture, Ogawara, Sendai, Shiroishi and
just outside my house in Shichikashuku.
The second is marathon in the schools.

So far, I have run twice in school with the
pupils at around noon time. Running under
the mid-day sun, bathing in its warmth,
seeing the nice scenery in Shichikashuku...
Ah... I could go on running forever and ever.

After my experience of spring in Japan, I
am so proud of my name. I am grateful to
my parents for naming me this way. Last
but not least, for presenting spring in such
beauty, “Thank you, Japan”.

5th May

Children’s Day is celebrated on the fifth
of May in Japan, whereas in Singapore, it
falls on the first of October. I like seeing the
colourful “ascending carps” or koinobori in
Japan. In Singapore, I gave candies and
presents to my elementary school pupils.

I was pleasantly surprised to learn that
Japan also observes Double Fifth. While
people in Japan eat kashiwamochi, people
in Singapore eat dumplings (¥ ¥ in
Chinese) or chimaki. This custom originated
in China during the period of the Warring
States. Evil court officials plotted against
the patriotic poet Qu Yuan. As he could not
bear to witness the downfall of his beloved
nation, he drowned himself in the Niluo
river. To preserve his body from being
devoured by fish in the river, people made
dumplings and threw them into the river
as fish feed. Dragon boat racing is another
custom practised in Singapore in memory
of those who rowed out for the sake of Qu
Yuan.
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