My Family Came to Shichikashuku!

About one month ago, my family came to
Shichikashuku! It was their first time in Japan,
and their Japanese is very basic, so it was a very
interesting experience.

My mother has always wanted to go to Japan since
I moved here. She’s really interested in Japanese
language and culture. Also, for some reason, she
really likes “Visual Kei” music like I’Arc~en~Ciel
and Vivid. My sister just graduated high school
and wants to study Japanese in college too. She
spent a lot of time shopping because she likes
Japanese fashion. She wishes she had more time
to shop. My brother doesn’t like traveling, but he
wanted to see me, so he came too. Of course, he
g)ves anime and manga, and was excited to see it
ere.

We went to many places! It goes without saying
that we saw all of Shichikashuku, from the dam,
to the park, to Lake Choro, to the Nametsu
Waterfall, to the Keisei Woods, to the ski resort
and beyond. We also went to Risshaku-ji in
Yamadera, Yamagata, saw the beautiful islands of
Matsushima, ate gyutan in Sendai, drove to the
Okama in Zao, saw Yosakoi dances at Shiroishi
Castle, and went down to see the impressive
Tsuruga-jo in Fukushima. We drove so much that
my brother had time to finish a 1000-page novel.
Acher that, we went down to Tokyo, where we
relaxed in Yoyogi Park, felt peace in Meiji Shrine,
saw the Tokyo skyline from the top of the Tokyo
City View in Roppongi Hills, visited the Imperial
Palace, and joined in the scramble at Shibuya.

Of course we did karaoke too. You can’t go to
Japan and not do karaoke. We actually went twice
because my family enjoyed it so much.

But the most fun my family had was meeting
the lovely people of Shichikashuku. Meeting
people at their homes and eating home-cooked
Japanese dinners with other Japanese families
was wonderful. However, the most fun they had
was meeting all the students. They felt very
welcomed not only by everyone’s English, but also
by everyone’s kind hearts. My sister remarked
that she would love to live here too.

My family will be back. Thanks to everyone, they
really feel in love with Japan.
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