Across the Sea

My father and stepmother came from
America to visit me recently. We all went
to Kyoto to see the cherry blossoms. The
two of them are avid travelers, so they knew
what they wanted to do. See some Japanese
temples. Eat some strange Japanese food.
Find out what made Kyoto so famous.

They are travelers. They often work and
use the money from work to go around the
world. “Work hard, play hard” is their motto.
So the travelers and I explored Kyoto. We
saw both Ginkakuji and Kinkakuji. We
went to the area called “Arashiyama”, saw
a lot of monkeys, and drank beer in public
(which is illegal in America). We found a
giant street market and had some wonderful
food. We explored Gion and stumbled upon
an okonomiyaki place. We walked into the
Emperor’s Palace in Kyoto. All-in-all, we had
a good time.

After that, we flew back to Tohoku, where
they saw Shiroishi, Yamadera, Matsushima,
Sendai, and of course Shichikashuku, before
leaving again to go back to Tokyo. It was
hectic, but it was fun, and I was glad they
could see northeastern Japan.

When they left, I was so tired. It’s hard to
be always moving. I'm not a traveler, you
see. I like going places, but I like living in
places more. Coming back to my house after
a day of adventure. Kinkakuji is cool, but so
is Yamadera. Mount Fuji is wonderful, but
Hamaguriyama is too. Why travel, when
there’s so much nearby? Why see new places
when there’s so much to discover right in
your hometown?

From someone who traveled halfway across
the planet to get here, I don’t have the
answer. But I'm glad to be here.
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