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Friends

Two years ago, | arrived in Japan, ready to
begin a new part of my life. Like starting
college or moving to China, coming to Japan
meant heading into the unknown, leaving
my friends behind. It wouldn’t be easy, but it
would be a good experience.

The first people I became close to were my
fellow ALTs. Because they were in similar
situations—living in a new country, starting
a new job—bonding was easy. We could talk
about our schools, what our homes were like,
and all the problems we were facing.

It’s also nice to be able to speak in your
native language. Imagine going to a country
and starting a job where few people know
Japanese. Everyday, speaking a language
that is difficult for you. It gets very tiring.
Explaining problems is even harder, because
the culture might not see your problem as
a real problem. Although now speaking in
Japanese is natural for me, I still like to be
able to speak English freely.

Over the past two years, I've made
many more friends, especially here in
Shichikashuku. I'm really grateful for
everyone that I know. You all make my life
here wonderful.

But it’s also the time of the year when many
of my ALT friends are going to go home. It’
s hard, saying goodbye to them. My whole
time in Japan—the ramen nights, the road
trips, the adventures—they’ve been there.
And now many of them are leaving.

It’s sad to see them go. I don’t want to
say goodbye. Yet, I'm happy for them. I'm

excited for the new adventures they’ll have.

I just hope our roads cross again.
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