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Images

When I was a child, the first image I had of Japan
was of samurai. Warriors in red armor with katanas.
Probably fighting ninjas. I didn’t think of this as
being in the past. I thought that modern Japan was
a land still fighting with swords. Even though my
aunt was Japanese, I didn’t think of her as being
from Japan. After all, where was her sword and red
armor?

Eventually, sometime in elementary school I learned
that Japan was famous for robotics and that many
of the cars we drive and electronics we use were
from Japan. TVs, CD players, and the like. That
surprised me. Were they listening to music while they
fought ninjas? It was all very confusing. Even more
confusing was hearing that Power Rangers, Dragon
Ball, and Pokémon were all from Japan. What was
Japan!?

By high school, I thought I had a good idea of
what Japan was like. Japanese people weren’t all
warriors. Instead, they liked studying and everyone
was hardworking. Their writing system—Kanji—
was impossible for an American like me to learn.
Everyone used chopsticks all the time; never a fork
and knife. And the only foods they ate were sushi
and ramen noodles.

Of course, for better or for worse, none of these
things are completely true. But then, none of these
things are completely false either.

The same is true of Americans, for example. Yes,
we love hamburgers and guns, shout “freedom!”
wherever we go, speak only English, and we’re all
very fat. These things aren’t entirely true or false.
I love hamburgers, but many of my friends are
vegetarian and don’t eat meat at all. Certain parts
of America love guns, but my state of Massachusetts
bans makes it very difficult to get one. I've never
owned a gun myself. Of course some Americans
have lots of pride in their country and freedom, but
just as many see the country as full of problems.
We’re not all monolingual, but English is pretty
useful, so most English-speakers rely on it when
abroad.

But, we are all very fat. That’s the truth!

In any case, I'm sure we all have ideas about things
we don’t know anything about. It’s important to
realize that these ideas aren’t complete. Most places
in the world are safe. Most people are kind, even
if that kindness is expressed in different ways. And
most of the world is worth seeing.
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