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Friends From Abroad

During the first week of April, two of my friends
came from America. One of them has been a
friend since elementary school while the other
was a friend from high school. All three of us
make video games as a hobby, like walking,
play Go, and aren't picky eaters. So, we get
along very well.

I decided to take a short vacation to show them
around. We met up in Kyoto.

On the first day the three of us were together,
we wont to a tiny old restaurant.

The second day we went to Ginkaku-ji, many
different temples near the philosopher's road,
Nanzen-ji, the Keage Incline, and the Fushimi
Inari Shine. It was my first time to the Fushimi
Inari Shrine, and it became one of my favorite
shrines in Japan. If you go to Kyoto, definitely
go to the Fushimi Inari Shrine.

The third day we ventured out to Nara. I told
my friends that there were two important
things to do in Nara: see Todai-ji, and see
the deer. Todai-ji was also amazing, and even
though I've been to it before, it always amazes
me with how big it is and how big the Buddha
inside 1s. We also saw some other temples in
Nara that I've never been to before, so it was a
nice exploration of Nara for me too.

The fourth day we went to Kinkaku-ji, Nijo
Castle and the Emperor's Palace, which are all
wonderful places. Even though I've been to all
those places before, they never stop being great
places to go to. After that, we took the train
to Osaka, checked into a newly-built modern
hostel, grabbed yakitori for dinner, and sang
karaoke until our throats hurt.

On Saturday, our last day together, we saw
Osaka Castle and walked around the parks
outside. I've never been to Osaka Castle before,
and I didn't know Osaka had so much greenery.
For the first time, I thought that maybe I could
live in Osaka. After the Castle, we went to the
Kansai Go Association. As big fans of Go, we
had to go. Compared with the Japanese Go
Association in Tokyo, the Kansai Go Association
was much more friendly and welcoming. I
really want to go back and play with some of
the professionals there. For dinner, we met
up in Dotonbori with my Kobe friend and had
Okonomiyaki and Takoyaki. After that, of
course, we had to do karaoke.

The last day, we traveled to the airport together
and bid farewell to each other for now. They
both live in Boston, so when I return to America
in August, I'll probably see a lot more of them.
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