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My host family

My first trip to Japan was in 2003. It
was my high school learning trip with my
Japanese class. Together with nine other
classmates and my Japanese teacher

“Shioya-sensei”, I spent around 10 days in
Osaka and Tokyo.

Besides sightseeing, I attended classes
in the high schools. Although I couldn’t
understand the lessons well, 1t was
interesting to compare how the same
content was taught in Japanese and in
English. I also interacted with Japanese
students. They were so friendly. We had
one or two free days to hang out with our
host or friend. My Tokyo host accompanied
me to Tokyo Disney Land and Disney Sea.
We played hand-games in Japanese while
queuing for the rides. This was when I
learnt to play “game”. At first, I kept in
touch with the friends I made by sending
greeting cards and letters. It has been 10
years since then. How time flies! One of
them has even become a mother of two.
Unfortunately, I lost in touch with most of
these friends after a few years.

Thankfully, the friendship with my
Osaka host withstood the test of time. She
and her sister even came to visit me in
Shichikashuku. Ten years ago when I stayed
in her house, my host family took great care
of me. I had high fever that went up to 40
degrees Celsius. My host family was very
worried. My host mother was up all night
to check my temperature and to change
the cooling patch on my forehead. The next
day she accompanied me to see the doctor.
The doctor put me on a drip. I got well very
quickly. Despite falling sick and not being
able to go out with my host, I experienced
the love of the family. They will always be
my “host family”.
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