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Greetings Shichikashuku! I hope
§everyone is staying warm as the
: temperatures continue to get colder and
¢ colder! I am really looking forward to
. eating the foods from winter again this
: year that I was introduced to last year.
: My favorite winter dish is oden from
: 7-11.1 love the variety of ingredients in
: oden, especially hanpen!

. This month, I would like to introduce
: you to someone in my family who
: 1 feel has given me the courage to
. pursuit my interest in singing during
. some of the most difficult times in my
: childhood. This person is my mother,
: Cheryl Anderson.

: When I was a middle school student, I
: decided to join the school choir. Unlike
: many of the other students, I actually
: had a real interest in singing. Choir
: wasn’ t really a popular thing for
: students to be involved with in school,
. so I would often get picked on by many
- of the other students for liking singing.
: 1 would often go home very upset, and
¢ sometimes even cry.

: My mother was a member of our
: church choir, and every Sunday my
: family would go to Church together to
: listen to her sing. She always looked
§ so happy while she sang with a group
: of people who wanted to sing. I told
: myself I would continue singing, just
: like my mother, and someday, I could
: be with a group of people that love to
: sing.

: When you are young, sometimes it’
: s hard to do the things you like when
: it is not popular or the “cool” thing to
- do. Do not let that stop you from doing
: what makes you happy! I hope you all
: can meet my mother next year, and
: hear her and I sing together
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