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California Water

Water is used for three main purposes
in California. Agriculture, urban, and
environmental use. Without water, crops
could not grow, cities could not function, and
the environment would go through extreme
changes.

The majority of the water in California falls as
rain and snow in the winter months. Spring,
summer, and fall are mostly dry seasons. Most of
the water would naturally run into the ground,
and into the ocean. The people in California
have altered the natural pathways of the water
to meet their needs.

Dams, canals, and pumps are used to control
the flow of water in California. The rain
and snow that falls in the winter is stored in
reservoirs for use in spring, summer, and fall.
Shasta Reservoir has the largest water holding
capacity. It can retain 5.615 km3 of water. The
water is transported through man made canals.
The California Aqueduct runs from Northern
California to Southern California, it is 489 km
long.
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