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Coming to America Part 1

I remembered when my parents told the famlly we were going
to America. We were all so excited. We couldn’t believe we were going to Amerlca
We emptied our piggy banks and gave our savings to help pay for our trip. It
took a long time to organize all the paperwork with immigration because all eight
members of my family were going to America. One morning in September of
1985 my family left Jamaica. We took a taxi to the airport, but we stopped at our
kindergarten teacher’s home on the way. Mrs. Morgan was my entire family’s
kindergarten teacher, and our family loved her. I do not remember much about
the trip to the airport after leaving Mrs. Morgan’s home, but I do remember seeing
all the mountains while looking out the taxi window. That was my first time
seeing that part of Jamaica. When we arrived at the airport, I remembered my
father crying. I have never seen my father cry. This made me very sad. When
the airplane landed in America it stopped in Miami before heading to Chicago.
In Miami, my family got on an elevator and it made my ears hurt. That was my
first time in an elevator. While we were waiting in the Miami airport, a young boy
placed a toy in front of my younger brother to play with. I don’t remember if my
brother played with it or not. We were all shy. I think my family must have looked
like foreigners to the young boy. I remembered thinking the little boy was very
nice. When my family finally arrived in Chicago it was late at night. The last thing
I remembered that night was eating Kentucky Fried Chicken. That was my first
time eating KFC. It was delicious.
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