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I find that in Shichikashuku, there 1is
stronger family bonding than in Singapore. In
Shichikashuku, the people I meet in the junior
high school, elementary schools, the kindergarten,
the town office, and even the bus drivers are
related in one way or another. My pupils are either
siblings or cousins of one another. Families attend
town events together. Parents make it a point to
support their children at their school events. In
the evenings, the family spends time together
before turning in early.

In Singapore, people are too busy. Children
have to go for tuition, dance or music lessons
after school. In most families, both parents work
and have little time to be with their children.
When they return from work, they are often too
tired. They leave their children in the care of the
domestic helpers. Teenagers tend to hang out with
their friends in the evenings instead of being with
the family. Even when at home, people are busy
with their own activities rather than connecting
with one another. To promote family bonding,
some companies observe "Eat with your family"
days on which work finishes earlier than usual
so that everyone can go home for dinner with the
family.

In my family, we do not talk much. In the
evenings, I sit in the living room with my parents.
I will do some work while my parents watch
TV. Sometimes we will go out for dinner as a
family. I am envious of the family closeness in
Shichikashuku and hope that people in Singapore
will spend more quality time with their family.

Yamagata

During the Respect for the Elderly holiday
weekend, I went to Yamagata with two friends. We
visited temples and hot springs. We were treated
to warm hospitality and delectable fusion cuisine
thoughtfully whipped up by the host couple of the
pension.

Mid-Autumn Festival

Mid-Autumn Festival is celebrated by many
Asian communities, including Japan. In Chinese
communities like that of China and Singapore,
people carry lanterns and eat moon cakes. In
Korea, they honor their elderly. There is one thing
in common among them all — families and friends
will have a gathering under the beautiful full
moon.
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