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Travel Abroad

I came to Japan in August 2013. In August 2014, I went
back to America for my good friend’s wedding. In August
2015, T went back to America for a family vacation.

To get to my hometown, I drive to Shiroishi-Zao Station,
take the Shinkansen to Tokyo Station, take the Narita
Express to Narita Airport, take a 13 hour flight from Narita
to Chicago, take a 3 hour flight from Chicago to Boston,
and finally drive 1 hour from Boston to my hometown of
Ashland. Even though I'm tired during the trip, with legs
hurting because I've been on planes for too long, I have
a lot of energy when I finally see my family face-to-face
again.

My first week was spent in my hometown, seeing my
grandparents, drinking with friends, and walking around the
neighborhoods and parks I once called “home”. It’s hard to
do everything you want to do in a week. On Sunday I spent
time with my grandparents and had a family barbeque. On
Monday I rested, defeated by jetlag. On Tuesday I spent all
day working with my friends on a project. On Wednesday
I visited my friends living in Boston. On Thursday I went
to the gym with my dad in the morning, had dinner with
my mom in the evening, and went for a 15 km walk with
my best friend at night. On Friday morning, my mother and
I gave my sister and her friend a tour of Boston, showing
her the big marketplaces, the public gardens, and the great
food. In the evening, all of my friends from my hometown
got together after work and partied.

It was relaxing, and nice to see my friends and town again.
I wondered, “Could I ever return here to live?” I can’t
answer that question yet.

On Saturday morning, we began our family vacation. At 4
am, my family took a bus to Logan Airport in Boston. We
had a 6:30 am flight to New York. Everyone was running
through the airport and we almost didn’t make it! Good
start. From New York, we had a flight to Liberia in Costa
Rica.

Costa Rica is a hot, tropical country in Central America.
Like Japan, it has volcanos, hot springs, and monkeys,
although the monkeys are black and small with long tails,
and very loud. Costa Rica is a very popular place for people
who like to relax on the beach, go surfing, or wander
through the rainforest.

We stayed in a big house, with 6 bedrooms and 15 air
conditioners. Outside was a pool, and slightly further, the
ocean. We had two cooks come to our house for dinner
to make wonderful food. It was a lot of chicken and beans
and rice, and it was delicious. During the day we swam,
went fishing, rode horses, rafted down rivers, and went
zip-lining. Zip-lining is riding on a long cable between two
very high places. If you fell, you would die instantly. It was
really scary but fun too.

But for me, the most fun part was learning Spanish again.
Talking to people in the town and talking to the cooks at
home, I learned a lot of Spanish in just one week. It is really
rewarding to learn words and use them. Nobody cares if
you make mistakes either; they just like if you try. For all
my trying, one man even gave me his hat. If you ever see
me running with a black hat, that’s the hat from my new
friend Diego.

It’s always nice to travel and see new places. But it’s also
important to enjoy your daily life too.
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