Thanksgiving

Every year, there are two holidays I really look
forward to: Christmas and Thanksgiving. In
America, both are family holidays. That is to say
everyone will get together, eat a meal, and enjoy
each other’s company. Especially as it starts to get
cold, having the warmth of family is important.

On Christmas we open presents in the morning,
have a good lunch and a big ham dinner. The
entire day is a day to spend time with family. My
mother will open a puzzle (she loves puzzles) and
we’ll all help put it together. My father will get
some new speakers and hook them up to the TV
to make the sound even louder. My brother and
sister will get a video game and call me over to
play. In the same room, all of us together. Outside,
the snow is bright. In the house, it’s warm.

Christmas is obviously a wonderful time. But
what about Thanksgiving? Of course, in Japan
there is no Thanksgiving. Well, there is Labor
Thanksgiving day, but it’s a little different, I
think. In America, everyone in the family gets
together. If my family has 15 people, maybe 10
will come to Christmas. But aﬁ 15 will make it
to Thanksgiving. Similar to the Bon Festival,
right? But instead of cleaning family graves,
Thanksgiving is a time for everyone to make
food together, eat too much, and be thankful for
everything we have.

So when November comes, I get nostalgic for my
family and for American food. Last year, I went
to a %hankgiving party in Tome and ate some
delicious food that’s hard to find in Japan. A
large turkey. Cranberry sauce. Stuffing. Carrot
casserole. It was delicious.

But this year, my friend in Kobe wanted to have a
Thanksgiving celebration at his house. This friend
and I came to Japan at the same time, but in the
ﬁe_aar and a half that I've been here, I haven't seen

im face-to-face once. I decided to ﬂy out there for
the first time. Together with a friend from Tokyo
and his many Kobe friends, we had an amazing
Thanksgiving. We did all the traditional things:
played football, watched football, said our thanks,
and had a huf%e turkey. Not only was the turkey
huge, the stutfing was good, and there two types
of mac and cheese and green bean casserole to ﬁo
with it. Can’t forget the mashed potatoes! And the
gravy on everything.

But the most important thingl was being with
family, and even if those people aren’t my real
biological family, they did feel like family.
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