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Public Holidays

Which do you think has more public
holidays, Singapore or Japan? The
answer 1s Japan. While Singapore has 10
public holidays, Japan has 17.[1There are
three holidays that both Singapore and
Japan celebrate. The first is New Year’s
Day.

The second common holiday is known
as Labour Day in Singapore and Labour
Thanksgiving Day in Japan. Labour
Day in Singapore falls on 1 May. It
commemorates labour and production.
Some people follow the Western tradition
of celebrating Thanksgiving in November,
but it is not a public holiday.

Finally, both Singapore and Japan
celebrate the founding of the nation.
Singapore celebrates National Day
on 9 August. Singapore became an
independent nation on 9 August 1965.
The following day is a school holiday
because many students take part in the
National Day Parade.

In addition to these three holidays,
Singapore celebrates days that are
important to the respective ethnic or
religious groups. Except for Christmas
Day, the dates depend on the respective
group’s calendar. For example, the recent
public holiday in Singapore was Good
Friday. Last year, it was on 6 April. This
year, it falls on 29 March. In 2014, it will
be on 18 April.

Good Friday

The literal translation for “Good
Friday” is different from the Japanese
translation. Good Friday is the day we
remember Jesus Christ’s death on the
cross to pay for our sins because He loves
us. Jesus’ love for us is why we can call it
a “good” Friday.
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