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California Rice

In 1912 people in California began growing
rice to be sold. Today there is about 222,577

hectares of rice growing in California.

Rice fields in California are very large. The fields
are mostly located in areas that are naturally
flat. Fields are leveled using equipment guided
by GPS and lasers. The fields are filled with
12.5 cm of water. In late April and early May
airplanes fly over the fields and drop the seeds
into the soil. Chemical fertilizers and pesticides
are used. In September and October large
equipment is used to harvest the rice. The rice is
then dried, stored, and milled in large quantities.
In the winter many rice fields are filled with
water. Birds occupy the fields. Customers pay to

hunt ducks in the rice fields.

The first rice to be successfully grown in
California came from Japan. Farmers and
scientists bred new varieties from the Japanese

rice.
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