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Danger

Every person around the world is taught that the
world is dangerous. It makes sense. Parents want
to make sure their children don’t jump out on the
street or get in a stranger’s car. Kids don’t have the
same sense of preservation that adults have. Many
will crawl off a cliff unless told not to. The child
has no experience, so a parent tells them what they
need to know:

“Be careful! Don’t run with scissors! Don’t talk to
strangers! Don’t eat that! The world isn’t safe!”

Most of the advice is very good and well-meaning.
But it also holds the same biases as the parents.

My grandfather fell out of a tree when he was 9
years old and broke his arm. He came from a poor
family and they didn’t have enough money for a
complete surgery. So even now, 70 years later,
his arm is small and has limited use. It wasn’t just
this. My grandfather was born during the Great
Depression, and his early childhood years happened
during World War II, growing with a fear that
Hitler would rule the world. When my mother was
born, the Cold War and Vietnam were underway.
Constant fear of total nuclear war and nuclear
winter. Fear that the Russians would bomb us at
any moment. Fear that anyone could be drafted to
join the military.

But she came to understand that the world isn’t
actually as dangerous as my grandfather suggested.
She worked hard and was lucky to make money and
see the world. My father came from a well-traveled
family too. There was an understanding that the
world, though it had bad places, was generally
pretty good. That’s why the population was rising.
More good than bad.

When I was born, the Berlin Wall had fallen. The
U.S.S.R. fell on Christmas of my 2nd birthday. The
1990s were a period of peace in the US. Bad things
happened, but my childhood was a safe one. As
such, I grew up without the fear my mother and
grandfather had.

I still think the world is safe. Sure, I wouldn’t go to
Syria or Afghanistan right now. But there are still
about 190 more countries to go to, most of them
safe. Iceland. Denmark. Austria. New Zealand.
Canada. If you do want to travel, don’t worry about
your safety. But, maybe, hold onto your wallet. ©
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