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Wedding

Recently, I went to a coworker's wedding in Sendai.
It was the first Japanese wedding I've been to. I've
been to a few weddings before, but all of them have
been in America with American people. This is the
first time I've seen two Japanese people have a
wedding.

It was wonderful! The location, the food, the people,
and all the videos and events that happened during
the wedding were fun and entertaining. It always
seemed like something was happening. When it was
over, I was surprised how late it was. It felt like 15
minutes!

But, of course, there were many surprises.

It was explained that in Japan, the standard gift
is 30000 yen. 10000 is just too little. 20000 is bad
because you could split it in half, which I suppose
is a kind of bad luck. 40000 can also be split in half
and 50000 is a little too much for many people. So,
30000 it is. The money has to be clean and in a
special envelope. Why can't we have older money?
Why an envelope? Isn't money enough?

In America, we don't have any standard money
amount. $100 (~12000 yen) is fine. Some people
might do $200 or $300. Whatever they can afford.
Some people might do $1000. The other option is
to check out a “bridal registry”, which is a big list
of items that the couple wants. The registry can be
found at the post office or a department store. When
you look at the registry, you choose something to
buy for the couple and the item will be off the list so
that no other person can choose it.

Another difference was how nice it was. Everybody
was dressed amazingly well. I've been to weddings
in America with people who don't wear ties or suit
jackets. At this wedding, everyone looked very good.
I guess that is standard in Japan though. Compared
to America, Japan always looks more professional.

Also, why does the school principal give a speech?
In America, family and friends might give speeches,
but your coworkers rarely do. And why does the
family sit in the back of the room? Isn't a wedding
about joining two families? Why are they so far
away?

But of course, this was only one wedding. Every
wedding I've been to in America has been very
different. I don't know how other Japanese weddings
are.

All-in-all, it was a great wedding, and a great
cultural experience, and I enjoyed every minute.
And if you have the chance, I recommend attending
a wedding in another culture. It will be very
interesting.
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