Goodbye

Three years. It's been long. It's been short. It's also
been everything I could have hoped for, and more.
Three of the best years of my life.

You may have heard, but I'll be leaving
Shichikashuku on August 3rd. 3 years, coming to
an end. More than 10% of my life has been spent
in this beautiful town with these wonderful people.
Thank you, so much, for everything.

What will I be doing? Well, for starters, I'll be
going home to my hometown near Boston. I want
to celebrate Thanksgiving (11/23), my birthday
(12/20), and Christmas (12/25) with my family
again. I'm going to take a break from teaching
and spend the rest of the year writing and making
video games, a dream I've had since I was an
elementary school student.

I'm excited to do something new, but I'm sad to be
leaving. Over the years, I've met so many great
people here. I've been invited to barbeques, helped
carry omikoshi, danced in front of the town hall,
exploded popcorn, played volleyball, walked with
waraji, and watched fireworks burst above the
lake. With my students, I've carved jack-o-lanterns,
ran countless marathons, made business cards,
skied, taken tests, done calligraphy, given many,
many kataguruma, and had hundreds of English
classes and lunches together. Too many things,
to count them all. They've left a deep mark in my
heart.

Thank you so much for the past three years. I'm
indebted to you all.

Until next time!
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