Days Growing Shorter

When I was young, I assumed American
culture was the world culture. I thought
the good things like the importance of love,
imagination, and efficiency were universal.
Similarly, I thought the bad things like gun
violence, overeating, and selfishness were
everywhere. When I saw movies, they showed
the same American culture throughout the
world. Brazil? Turkey? China? No matter
where the movie was set, the characters looked
like me, acted like me, and had the same
values as me. Of course, I now understand
that most of the movies I saw were made by
Americans.

As I grew up, I saw more of the world. I went
to England and the Bahamas and Mexico
and Canada. I saw the obvious differences.
People in England actually do drink a lot of
tea (my grandmother has 4-6 cups a day). In
Bahamas they drive on the left with American-
style driver-seat-on-the-left cars. In Mexico
they don’t just eat tacos but in fact eat a great
variety of food. Canada was basically America
without the love for war.

But these were simple observations. Surface
level.The tip of the iceberg.I thought I saw new
cultures, but all I saw was the frosting on the
cake. The actual inside remained elusive.

Living in another place has helped me dig into
the real culture. Japan isn’t just sushi and
robots and anime. Nor is it just rakugo and tea
ceremony and shakuhachi. Real culture is how
people value the people and the world around
them.

In America, we value efficiency. Get the job
done as best as possible as quickly as possible.
In Japan, we value hard work. Put in all the
energy you have into what you’re doing. In
America, we look to change. In Japan, we try
to attain harmony.

I'm from America, but I'm not fully American.
Like a car, I've traded some of my parts for
foreign parts. I'm part Japan. I'm part China.
Taking what I like from each culture, I've
become a hybrid.

I'm not American. I'm me.

But that’s probably my American parts talking.
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