Ramen Night

I love ramen. The meat, naruto, half-boiled
egg, menma, seaweed, noodles--- Put it all in
a soup made from secret ingredients and you
have a wonderful meal. Even though ramen
is originally from China, Japanese ramen is
an entirely different food. Real ramen can
only be found in Japan.

From the moment I arrived in Japan, I
was looking for ramen. Going on a friend’
s recommendation, I headed for a certain
ramen restaurant in Shinjuku. There, eating
the thick ramen, I felt that I had finally
arrived in Japan. When I finished eating, I
was full. More than full on food, I was full on
life.

When I met the ALTs (Assistant Language
Teachers) in Shiroishi, we went to ramen for
some reason. Near the ALTs’ apartments was
a ramen restaurant, so we decided on there.
Max (an ALT) and the owner of the ramen
place were friends, so once we entered, we
could hear a very warm “irrasshaimase”.
From that day onward, that place became
my favorite.

Every week on Tuesday, like a tradition, my
friends and I go eat ramen. Usually, I get the
spicy miso ramen, with thin noodles, and a
lot of them to boot. I never get tired of that
flavor. And with the owner’s great smile,
my friends all around, every Tuesday is a
wonderfully calming time.

Every Tuesday night is ramen night.
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