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California

I grew up in different cities in California and
in different countries throughout the world.
Some of the countries I've lived in include the
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Qatar. The
three Arabian countries I lived in are all similar
in their cultures, cuisines, and climates. The
majority of my childhood, however, was spent
in California, but every few years my family
would move to a different city in California or a
different country. Prior to moving to Japan last
July, however, I had been living in the same city
in California for nine years.

California is home to people from many
different cultural backgrounds. Thanks to
this multicultural diversity, there are lots of
authentic sources of international cuisines and
cultural events. The city I lived in for the past
nine years, for example, has a strong Mexican
and Asian community, as such there are many
great restaurants for those respective cuisines
and much more.

Unlike big cities in Japan, California’s big cities
do not have the best public transportation
system, but traveling by car is a lot faster in
comparison. The roads are much wider, the
cars are much bigger, and the speed laws are
less restrictive and more relaxed. California has
freeways instead of toll roads like they do in
Japan. Freeways, as the name suggests, are toll-
free highways designed for high-speed traffic.
For example, going from Los Angeles to San
Francisco by car would take around 6 hours of
driving, which is a distance of 615 kilometers!
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