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Days Growing Shorter
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Oh, fall. My favorite season. The days are
warm and the nights are cool—it’s never
too hot or too cold. The leaves changing
color is beautiful, especially here where
the mountains are covered in trees too.

In America, at this time, everything is
pumpkin-flavored. Coffee. Candy. Cake...
Maybe even pumpkin-flavored pizza and
hamburgers! Maybe. In any case, if you
want pumpkin, you can get it anywhere.
And the pumpkins are really big! Like
Americans! I've seen some in Japan, but
they’re rare. In my hometown, everyone
has two or three big pumpkins sitting
outside. During Halloween, they carve
them out into jack-o-lanterns.

However, there is one thing I don’t like
about fall: the days growing shorter. I
like to leave work to see the sun. The sun
gives me energy! If there’s sun out, it’s
safe to ride my bike as well. But when
twilight comes, that’s when bears come
out. It becomes more dangerous. I've seen
a bear! This isn’t a worst-case scenario or
case of paranoia—it’s an honest fear.

Yet, with the days growing shorter, there
is one great advantage: fewer sunburns.
My skin is really weak. During the town
sports festival, my face and arms got
burned. I swear I wasn’t drinking! Being
out in the sun hurts! With night coming
sooner, there are fewer chances for
sunburns. Woo hoo!
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