Boys and Girls

My best friend in Boston was a girl
named Katie. We often played video
games together, cooked, and went on
walks. We were very close. In our last
year of college, we were roommates, so we
basically spent most of our time together.

Katie and I were close, yet we could never
be in a relationship. In spite of having the
same hobbies and similar personalities,
I like girls who are adventurous. Katie
didn’t like meeting new people. Even if
I found her attractive, that was a “deal
breaker”.

Now, in Miyagi, my best friend is once
again a girl. We eat at restaurants, go on
road trips, and often talk about teaching
and our lives. But in Japan, things are a
little different. When we go places, people
think we must be dating.

“Are you dating?”

“We're at Daiso! Is this a popular dating
spot?”

“But you're together. It must be a date!”

We're just friends. I don’t think I could
date her. She’s fun but annoying. That
doesn’t stop us from hanging out. It just
means we won't get married.

Why don’t Japanese people believe us!?
What don’t I understand?

There is one good part about this. In
America, if two guys hang out, people
might think you’re gay. In Japan, two
guys hanging out is normal. So, that’s
good.
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