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Halloween

At the end of October, we celebrated
Halloween. This western holiday actually
started in Ireland before becoming widely
popular in North America and over the last
decade has started to gain popularity in
other countries, including South Africa.

I think that celebrating the holiday in Japan
is a fun way for kids and young adults to
learn about western traditions in an enjoyable
manner. As an ALT I have noticed how much
the students enjoy Halloween themed English
lessons. However, this year the Halloween
celebrations in Shibuya getting extremely out
of hand. It is unfortunate because it makes
international holidays and traditions seem
very negative to celebrate in Japan.

International celebrations like Halloween,
Christmas, Valentine’s Day and many
others are a great chance for people of all
nationalities and cultures to come together
and share in festivities and happiness.

I hope that in the future people who celebrate
Halloween in Japan will be more considerate
and respectful of Japan’s culture and laws.
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