Wild Animals Appear!

In my first week in Japan, I saw a monkey.
I was shocked! In America, we only see
monkeys in zoos, so seeing one on the side
of the road was special. When I told my
friends, they were shocked too. “Are you
living in the jungle?” they asked.

That said, ever since I was little, I've been
familiar with wild animals. My house in
America is next to the woods, so seeing
wild animals is common. I've seen so many
deer and turkeys that I can’t count them
all. And I was a part of the Boy Scouts
too, so I understand needing to protect my
food from wild raccoons. One time, while
walking through the woods alone, I even
encountered a wild dog whose bark sounded
like a human scream. It was terrifying.
When I saw it again while walking with my
mother years later, it was still very scary.

So I've seen both good and bad animals in
the wild, but as an American, they've all
been normal. Seeing monkeys though—that
was strange. And ever since I bought a bike,
I've seen so many more animals. Monkeys
have now become normal. Maybe even a
nuisance. When I’'m running or biking,
sometimes a large number of them wi%l
block my path.

But some animals are still very special. 1
saw my first Japanese deer the other day, as
it leapt across the road. I hear that they're
very rare, so I guess I'm very lucky. I've also
seen a fox, an§ it was stunning. Oh, and a
rabbit! And last week, when I was biking,
two dogs came running out from someone’s

ard into the road to chase me for a good
ﬁalf kilometer. I don’t think those were wild
though.

There are so many animals, and they're
really beautiful. I hope I can become friends
with all of them!
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