Many Roads

It’s spring. Soon, the cherry blossoms
will bloom and the air will get warm, and
people will leave their homes and set out on
new adventures. And what better time for
graduation?

Graduation is both a happy time and a
sad time, of course. It’s nice to see people
growing up, but it’s also sad to see people
leave. If you're a student graduating, it’s
probably exciting to be going to a new
place. Maybe you’ll make new friends. Or it
could be scary. New places come with new
challenges, after all.

In America, most students go from one
school to the next without change. My class
of 178 students had the same elementary
school, junior high school, and high school.
Aside from transfer students, everyone
knew everyone else. The teachers changed,
but the students stayed the same.

When I graduated high school, I left my
small town to go to the big city. I left all my
friends behind too. We split up and went
down different roads. And then after college,
I left my country to go to the Far East.
My parents were sad to see me leave, but
they were also happy to see me pursuing
my dreams. That said, it was hard to
understand what they were feeling at the
time.

Coming here, I'm starting to understand my
parent’s feelings. I see students every week.
They make me laugh, they make me angry;
they make me feel. And now graduation is
coming. I'm happy to see these wonderful
students continue with their lives. I'm also
sad. Because they’re leaving.

To everyone graduating, and to everyone
walking down a new road, from the bottom
of my heart, congratulations! But I hope
you don’t forget your teachers and all those
in your past who helped you. We certainly
won’t forget you.
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